[Value of echocardiography in the diagnosis of arrhythmias].
Identification of auricular activity is important for the diagnosis of arrhythmias. P waves however are often difficult to recognize. Using M-mode and 2-D echocardiographic techniques, it is often possible to recognize atrial contraction at the level of the atrial septum or of the free wall of the right atrium. Diagnosis can be made in cases of sinus tachycardia, supra ventricular tachycardia with and without aberrancy and ventricular tachycardia with dissociation. Ventricular tachycardia with one to one retrograde conduction or with atrial fibrillation cannot be recognized by this method.